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Project 3 of OPAP submissions of Earl J. Lalonde (OP91-428) 
and Fred Q. Barnes (OP91-427), covering the townships of Osway, 
Mallard and Huffman, Porcupine Mining Division was undertaken in 
the field between 16 June and 27 September, 1991. The southwest 
corner of contiguous Eric Township was covered as part of the 
Project 3 and a one day examination of iron formation and related 
base metal occurrences in Blamey and Cunningham townships, 30 km to 
the west was made as a guide to possible occurrences in Project 3 
area .

All work was of a prospecting nature. The expected targets 
were, firstly gold, and secondly base metals as found at the old 
Shunsby property in central north Cunningham township.

Prospecting is hampered by heavy overburden over much of the 
area, and exceptionally thick moss cover on outcrops. These 
features favour the forest industry which is the main employer in 
the district. As a consequence of the thick moss cover, a good deal 
of outcrop stripping was required on traverse lines, and 
particularly to expose rusty and siliceous zones along strike, once 
found.

Initially, prospecting was undertaken over outcrop areas 
adjacent to navigable water courses, motor roads and old roads 
which allowed easy access. The prospecting difficulties, as 
outlined above, however, finally altered our approach from primarly 
one of easy access to one of selecting potential trends and zones 
as interpreted from known showings and bedrock geology.

This latter approach, adopted in September, was much more 
fruitful in the end by our discovery of a mineralized quartz- 
carbonate zone with significant auriferous sulphides. 
Unfortunately, the discovery was made in the final few days of our 
venture when we were forced to suspend operations. Staking and 
additional work along the discovery zone is warranted for 1992. The 
confidentiality of this information is therefore of prime 
importance in our 1992 prospecting plans.

Location and Access

The area covered was Project 3 of the 1991 OPAP submission and 
covered parts of Osway (G3243), Mallard (G1171), Huffman (G3232) 
and Eric townships, Porcupine Mining Division, Sudbury District.

The all-weather road system is shown on the Provincial 
Topographical Series, at a scale of 1:100,000, on Gogama (41P/NE) 
Ridout (410/NE) covering Project 3, and Chapleau (410/NW). An east- 
west private (Eddy Co.) gravel road connects Highway 144 to Highway



667 at Sultan. It passes Project 3 to the south where two roads, in 
Edith Township trend northerly in the area. These are the Cordes 
Creek road which accesses Esther, northwestern Osway, and Mallard 
townships, ending at Rush Lake; and the Jerome Mine road which 
corsses Fingal and southern Osway townships, ending at the Jerome 
Mine on the south shore of Opeepeesway Lake. The Cordes Creek road 
has been upgraded by the Eddy Co. to a haul road for cutting in 
southeast Mallard, southwest Eric and northwest Huffman townships.

Geology

Five geological series maps are available for Project 3 area. 
Map 1949-2 of Osway by W.W. Moorhouse; P2369 Jerome west of Osway 
and Esther, P2370 Jerome East of Huffman and Arbutus both by G.M. 
Siragusa; Map 2503 Cunningham and Garnet, Map 2504 Benton and 
Mallard both by G.M. Siragusa. Although we would disagree with both 
authors as to rock types and contacts locally because of our more 
detailed examinations and strippings, we found the geological 
records of great value. The Moorhouse interpretation of contacts in 
Osway we found in general more accurate than that of the subsequent 
geological work. Access to much of Osway township and the number of 
active mining companies in the area were both greater at the time 
of the Moorhouse survey.

We feel the geology, both lithologic and structural is much 
simpler and open than the recorded data suggest because of lateral 
facies changes and initial dips. In general however, Project 3 is 
underlain by mafic and intermediate volcanic rocks, trending 
northwest and steeply dipping to the southwest, a picture presented 
by both published authors. We would agree that there is far more 
waterlain material present in parts of the section than indicated 
and more now-volcanic detritus.

Work Done

All work done was of a prospecting nature with much moss 
stripping in general traversing along roads, trails, shorelines and 
inland from these access points. Trenching and pitting for samples 
was along mineralized zones which were located from blazed, chained 
and flagged compass lines. Thirty-three samples were taken as grabs 
and line chips described under Sample List. All assaying was done 
by Activation Laboratories Ltd., using neutron activation analysis. 
The package consisted of analyses for gold and thirty-four other 
elements. Certificates af analysis along with detection limits are 
attached to the Sample List.

Trenching and pitting along, or measured from, chained compass 
lines are located on separate plans. A General Map of Project 3 
shows the areas prospected, chained compass lines, and sample 
locations.

A daily log of prospecting activities is attached as 
Prospecting Daily Log.



Expenditures

Project 3 time estimate was 136 man days whereas approximately 
70 man days were spent. A breakdown of costs as estimated and 
approximate actual is given in Table I

The higher than estimated cost per man day is primarily the 
result of mileage costs. The extra mileage resulted from better 
than expected road access which meant few camp moves, and more 
frequent-than planned-returns home due to a decision to sell out in 
southern Ontario and move north.

A breakdown of expenditures is given on the attached Detailed 
List of Expenditures by participant.

Results and Recommendations

Although numerous quartz-carbonate veins were found and some 
sampled, assay results were not significant although well above 
background levels. Some waterlain sediments within the basic 
volcanic section are carbonaceous and rusty weathering. At points 
where quartz stringers permeate these beds, higher gold values were 
returned from the samples, such as 26105 through 26107. These 
occurrences are local however, and are not believed to be part of 
any through-going structural system. The origin of the gold is 
unknown. An example of this stratified type of mineralization is 
that at Vichaw Lake within the intermediate volcanic suite and just 
below the clastic sediments, more accurately shown on the Moorhouse 
map. These occurrences would appear to have little economic 
significance (SEE detailed sample map Vichaw Lake).

Of greater importance is mineralization associated with 
through-going structural features, although, again, apparently 
related to a specific volcanic unit and following the lithologic 
trend. More sulphide mineralization is found in this type, and 
quartz and carbonate veining is widespread and undoubtedly 
introduced. Gold values are much higher even though sub-economic in 
the samples we were able to recover from pits (SEE detailed sample 
plan Wiener Lake).

This latter type of occurrence is similar to that of the 
Polfrog Explorations discovery, Denomme-Ross et al, of Foleyet. The 
Polfrog prospect is a kilometre east of the Opeepeesway River in 
south Mallard township on the south side of the Rush Lake road.

Iron formation appears to be poorly developed in the 
Opeepeesway Lake area and no base metals were found related thereto 
(Shunsby type) .

It is recommended that claims be staked at Wiener Lake and 
further work done. The Wiener Lake discovery was made two days 
prior to departure and pitting was only begun on the day of 
departure from the area. Work should consist of mapping, 
magnetometer and VLF surveys and prospecting, followed up with
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backhoe trenching where warranted, along with sampling.

Further reconnaissance prospecting should also be undertaken 
in the general area to find other mineralized zones. Checking for 
iron formation should be made at the appropriate stratigraphic 
position in order to find base metals, giving due regard to the 
observations of Siragusa in his Garnet Lake report.
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