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Tormont M i no K Limited hold o group of 25 "fining 

claims in the Elk Lake Silver Areat Theclaims are located in 

Farr Township near Hubert Lake approximately 7 rtile* northwest Of 

the town of Elk Lake.

During the Summer arid Fall of 1963 the writer
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conducted a geological mapping of the Toraont property with
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property, the Alsof shaft (formerly Mapee- Johnson) t and the 

Candore (formerly Ma j or t r an*). The lineal depression 

possibly narks a fault location near which silver deposits 

have been localized*

On the Tormont property the Nipissing diabase 

is divided into a coarse and medium grained phase* The coarse 

phase is a thickness of 200* or nore on the hanging wall of the 

diabase. The only known silver high grade obtained from the 

Tormont ground was that of the Little Otisse shaft on present 

claim MR* 12900 close to the contact of the coarse and medium dia 

base. It is not known whether there is an intrusive contact 

between the two phases or a gradational change* The contact lo* 

cation eiight have structural importance for silver occurrence*

In spite of the lack of success in finding

silver during tho recent work program it is recommended that the 

property be retained by Tormont Minos. In tho writer's opinion 

it in quite possible that further work on the diabase in Mickle 

arid Farr Townships could give successful direction to the search 

for fei Ivor deposits*

6- ACCBftSl

Tho property of Tormont Mines Limited in Farr

Township, Ontario, is a silver and cobalt prospect composed of 

25 claims, approximately 1,000 acres* The claims are recorded 

in the Montreal River Minjn/l Ui vision as follows i

Claims hold under Lease: MK. 12898-99
MR. l 29 00 
MK. 14960
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Unpatcrited claims! MR,35348-49-50-51-53-54
MR.35452-53-55-56 
MR.35862-63-65-66-67-68 
MR.36300-01-02-03 
MR,37240

The leased claims were acquired by Tormont Mines

when they took over the property holdings of Tiara Mines Limited, 

The unpaterited claims wore staked for the T or in on t Company in 

1962 and 1963.

Access to the ground is by way of Elk Lake, Ontario, 

From Elk Lake tho route is via the Matachewan Highway, 

No, 65* to Mileage 7 and. thence 3 miles west along tho north 

side of Hubert Lake to the site of the "Roy Silver" shaft and 

former mill cite. This location is at the north end of the 

Torment property, and a car may bo driven this far. Further 

access may be pained by following a hush road south through the 

Tormont claims. This road leads 8 miles south to the Gowganda 

Highway, No, 560, where it joins in Mickle Township about 

mileage 4 west of Elk Lake,

The leased claims held by Tormont Mines Limited 

in Parr Township aro developed by two vortical shafts and a 

short adit working, Tho 100' vertical shaft in the central 

part of the property on leased ci ait* MR, 12900, and probably 

the adit working on the claim to the .south, MR, 14960, are 

developments by Sterling Mines Limited, This company was in 

corporated in 1909 aiK.1 the milling work was probably done shortly
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afterwards. The Sterling shaft on MR, 12900 ie referred to 

locally as the Little Otl&se shaft.

Some email soul o interim work was possibly

carried on between tho early day*; and 1950 when Hoy Silver Mines 

Lit'iitrd commenced operating for cobalt at a north'shaft location 

on leased claim MR, 12898. ThJe t;haft wafc carried to n depth 

of 30S 1 by Roy Silver and approximately 750' of lateral wining 

wo.rk done on levelfc established at 66' -135' -205* and 305'. 

The mining was; done at the time of a hiffh cobalt metal price 

and /some stoping supplied cobalt ore to a mill constructed on the 

property, A email shipment of concentrates was wade to the 

swelter at Cobalt, Ontario. A ftamplo by tho writer of a bag of 

concentrates left at the property assayed 3*70 ozss. per ton of 

silver, 6,5052 cobalt am? 5*39# copper. Apparently feilver values 

in the ore were very low and stope section assays of the Roy 

Silver operation ahow a very marginal operation at the best of 

prices for cobalt*

In 1955 Key Silver J^ness Limited was renamed

Tiara Mines Limited and under tho latter company some diamond drill* 

ing wau carried out from the 305' level of the shaft on Claim 

MR. '12898 In 1956*

In 1961 Tiara Mines Limited was renamed H'orwont 

Mines United, In 1963 Vermont Mines undertook a program of 

fetakinf;*' field exploration and geological mapping to investi 

gate the* silver cliance^ in Farr Township*
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Tim country or basement rock of Farr Township

it? composed of f,runite in the eastern half and Cobalt sediments: 

in tho we e torn half, A l on?, tho general north-south boundary 

of theee two rook f or nw t ions. ifi on exposure of tho Kjpi&einff dia 

base sill which can bo traced continuously from Klk Lake through 

Jaiiios and Mickle Township*. ftnd north into Parr Township, This 

diabase exposure it* part of an undu3.oti.nf sheet forming basins 

and doings and important a*; a soui-oo of native silver botwoen 

Cobalt n ml G ov^anda, Ontario* In Parr 'Township tho diabase sill 

and tho Cobalt t'ediitionte coropoiied of coii#J OMor&tfcj arkose and 

prepack©, are observed to dip wofet at -10 O to -15O * J'ive to 

ton miles wost of the diabase exposure it) Farr Township, outcrops 

of tho isiJl are fouivl in Chown t Sliill.i.njfton find Mmtltain Towriship 

At the oast sido of the latter township tho diabase Bill dips 

at about ?-S o beinfy tho oAfetern flank of tho productive Miller 

Lake Ha f; in of Gowganda. A lar^e basin aroa own b© aBftuned to 

exist in tho diabase underlying partB of Chown, Shillington, 

Mickle and Parr, J t ie not known who t! i or tlio diabneo oaf.-t of 

I:'arr Township intrudes the i*, ran i to or hae been or od ad frow this 

area. While tho Tontiont poo]of;ical plan and portion sug'fORt the 

latter, it if: reported that the diabase* ei 11 dips east at tho 

Cand oro property in Mickle Tov.'mhip 3 inllos to the south of 

I or-wo int. Thiti could ntcan a roll in tho di.abaeo ftJonp. a noi*th~ 

eouth axle a iv\ i tfc continuation oaet a^ a subeurfaco feature*

Tho diaha&o si'll occui-ronce on tho Tormont pro- 

j)ftrty i e, fi!iov?u on tho accompanying map on a scale of 200' to l".
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The flat, dipping fei H. is overlain to the west by 

chiefly quartzite and arkose which ate Upper Cobalt formation or 

poEt'ibly Lorrain* To tho oaot t!. o (lioba.se 3fc underla J it by Cobalt 

fi od j f'tjtttft and Alffoinan f/.ranite au indicated by deep diamond driJl 

hole*.; which penetrated t bo bottom of the diabase ei 13. from the 

Roy Silver' fcihaft workinA*** J.iurfaee outcrops of the Cobalt con 

glomerate to tbo cost of t be diabase ahov; pebble*. ranfj-ln^ in 

s j. ste up to 2" but not the lar#e boulder basal horizon of t ho 

C ob a It f o r ma t i o r* .

The* diftt)Hfito sill s b owe n pro joe tod tMcimeftfi of 

ovf.'-r 1000 ' it b lo It mif.'ht haw been affected by faulting. On tbo 

hanging v:all or west Bide of the diabase outcrop areta le a 200* 

thieknuws of f, very ooaf*.o diabase phnsio which \vaa not observed 

in contact vith tho nKidluw t-o fine ^rraincd pttaso in the middle 

and lower parts-, of tho will* A posftiMo fault location marks 

tlut boundary of thti two phaaef; and tho possibility of an intrusive 

contact should not be precluded.

Or; tho Tori'iorit property there probably oxiete

a f an 1 1 or #ono of faultn in^rktul Ivy t h a deep north-south depression 

v.hich Its l ollov/cd closely by the bush road. Kettr this pOKBible 

fault location old phaft dumps r* how eoine coarse broociatioii and 

shoaring. The south part of the T or won t property andicaten 

that the diabafco i-wy be in fault contact \vith the *;od iivsontti to the 

west* It 3 f* not known whether the fault ife low angle or steep 

but displacement it? indicated and this* scewr. to bo the only nsap 

location where it could
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MINERAL DEJ'OSJTS

On the Tormont property in Parr Township native

sil vet 1 occur rone e WAR found, j n tho original work at l Ho Sterling 

shaft in claim MR. 1290D* This shaft wao dewatorod by Tormont 

during tho 1963 work program. She shaft ife ft vertical two 

compartment opening sunk to a depth of 100' on ft 4 W calcite 

vein striking K 60 O E and dipping 80 O to the southeast, the 

'•shaft vein at surface has been deeply rock'1*1 afe ted at tho collar 

hut visible silver way bo found ir. tho diabase wall rock and a 

sample* of S" of tJiif. niaterjfll taken by the writer A&ft&yed. over 

300 ounces of silver per ton, ISetw'een surface arul the 45' levol 

apprbxinately 100 tons of rock have been ppfen fttoped front the 

shaft at both end fi ami t h it Roction is now tight l*/?: Rod and rock 

filled and 'cottlc) not ho examined. FreeumaMy Bufficlent Bilver 

was found 'to carry out this wininp. At a depth of 45* a level 

waB..ocitablishe.d and S0 ' of drlftinR 'o^ri'ied out northoaet from 

tile shaft on a hr A itching vein By&tenu Tlio etrong chaft vein 

WOB left in tho Bouthoast wall 25' back from the'fac6,'. The 

veins on the? 45' level contain some weeive hematite with pyrite 

and ' a little? chalcopyrite but no cobalt rninyra] i? ation. On tho 

100' level 35" of drifting wast carried northeast f row tho uhaft 

on a narrow cal cite vein which appeara to bo tho" shaft vein with 

a flatter dip of 65O to the atouUieat't, Snial?. crosis-voins 'strik* 

ittfif northwest-southeast on this lovol fchow ina^^ive hewatit©, A 

fchort 20 'cress-cut wet; driven nOrthv^cKt from the 100' level 

/station intor^tictln^ three email | M calcite voints showing chalco 

pyrite* In all eighteen e triple K wpro taken of tho voins underground 

a13 en ho w j n^' v^Juef. of 3eeu than one ounce of silver per ton.



One hundred end fifty feet south of the Little 

shaft a #eooml shaft haw been Bunk to ft chflllpw depth on 

n riortb-fiouth sheared find breccia tod #0100 in the diabase* Con- 

siderahle cobalt mineralization occurs in the durop with one 

massive piece K how in r? 4" of smaltite. Crab oamplos from this

'Showed the beet arvfiay to be 2 ounoee of silver por ton, 

fe y. on e way be followed 600 f south os exposed in oj.d trench.ing.

•Considerable surface work during the summer

and rail, of 1963 ^a** done near the Little Otifmo shaft in the 

*jorthoflst part of olait.i MK* 12900. Vhifi location ifc attractive bo* 

cause of l ho record of silver occurrence, the abundance of crofiK- 

f ranturiiif' and t ho development of concentric joint in//, in the 

diabase. Although the tronciiinp exposod confijdorfll*le calcite 

vein material with oobfi.lt wivierAli ?atioii| no B l pu if ic an t- silver 

f j.i'ndfe v/ero reade.

A second location where considerable surface

work w g tt done by Torwont in. 19^3 is on claim MR. 37^40 where an 

urea of highly fractured and jointod modium grAineO diabase 

occur** i tt the coarse diabase aros, Ku mo rou fi calcite veins are 

present, a fev,* with cobalt mineral iy at ion, but only very low 

Bj3ver values were found,

^

riha field vork on the '/orwont silver property 

in Tai-r Township in 1963 did not reveal significant silver 

occurrence in surface work or in the dewatorinpc of the old 

Sterl in^ shaft.



The underground development at the Sterling shaft 

(or Lit ile OtisRe R haft) showed values of 3 efi# than one ounce per 

ton in narrow calcite veins though hi&h f:rade silver waft undoubted 

ly fount? near fiurfaco in the old work, The Torment geological 

mapping .tndloatOB that structurally the underground drifting might 

bettor have boon directed southwept from the shaft towards junc 

tions with the known north-south shear and ftjsEumed foul t Konoa* All 

lateral development was carried out to the northeast and north.

A regional possibility for silver ore..ocourrenc© 

on Torment and the neighbouring companion in Mickle Township to 

the south, ifs .the possibility that the indicated north-south fault 

gone it?td parallel fcbear fconefc will make or* where junctions are 

formed with cross-fracturing. Similar favourable structure jtiig'ht 

be provided by the contact horizon between the coarse and fine 

grained phas.es of the diabase*

Coneidciring the cJentand for silver a good deal of

or© search will no doubt be done ir, the Elk Lake Area, A success 

ful development on the Kipie&inf: diabace sill in Mickle or Tarr 

Toa^nti}?i.! p B way p i. ve good direction to future exploration on 

Tor mow t ground. It l.t? racoimnendod thwt at leaftt a .ftuoleuct of 

elainiK bc retained by Tornont cov^rinfj the indicated location of 

the fault y.one from the north to the south end of the Tormont pro 

perty, t \ d istance of 9,200',

The knov/ii native silver deposits of the Elk Luke 

Area ore film j l a r to tho^e of Cowhand a iti that they occur fe3,most 

entirely within a h OB t rock of Nipissing diabase Bill* Alt; o, 

Rt discoveries are near the top of the fei 11. though the* attitude
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