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PATRICIA MINING DIVISION

by
Hobert Thcmson

Resident Geologist
Kenora, Ontario,

(with drawing p-7)
August 1946,

Note ~ The writer's leiter to Mr. Rickaby (Deputy Minister of Mines)
of October 15, 1946 (a copy of which 1s appended) is regarded as
confidential., Central Patricia Mines asked that information on the
showing at Kapkicni Lake be kept confidential and E. Wilson similarly
for the reported gold occurrence on Pa 6464 and 5, of Patricia

Participators Syndicate,

INTRODUCTION On insturctions in a letter dated June 29, 1946 from

Dr. M.E. Hurst, Provincial Geologist, the writer spent from Aug.
1l to 7, 1946, 1n Pickle Crow Area to make an appraisal of the current
situation and future ocutlook. A summary of the results was sent
to Mr. Rickaby in my letter of October 15, 1946, a copy of which
is appended to this report,
In addition to publications of the Ontario Dept.
of Mines, information on the Plickle Crow Mine 1s glven in an article
in the October 1945 issue of the "Pre-Cambrian™ and on the Central

Patricia Mine iIn an article published in the November 1945 i1ssue

of the same journal,
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all eituated on‘the south side of Crow ﬁiver} notes on the follywing
prorerticvs nn the nortn sile of the river are —~iver; Nitchael]

Group, Norpick Gold Nines Ltd,.,, Petricia Particaypators Svyndicate

and Gateway Gold Mines. A reference is made to work done in the

vicinity of Kapkichi Lake, a short distance west of Ponsford Twp._;"

PIOKLE CROW MINES: -

:ﬂ?; 2000 feet and there has been a decrease in>grad6 rrom 1500 t° 2000 ft°ff.

-4 S

Diamond drilling has been carried on from a’ crosacut on the bottom

. SO
\ T . N

'"j;level and has shown the continuity of the vein.downwards but with

low assay returns rrom the intersections' however, an insufricient

number of intersections have been obtained to afrord reliable..f

estimates. More drilling followed by shart sinking and lateral work
nere to be'undertaken. The possibility or the lower grade zone )

being succeeded downwards by a richer one was regarded as ‘a possibility._i
At present some 50% of the ore was coming from the Howell vein._uAt
the bottom 'level on the east end of the drift a quartz vein 5°m§35ﬁ “_”
feet wide but with negligible valuus was reported..F"A o qﬁ”'a?f?7};“g
’ Some 800 to 1000 feet southwest of No. 1 shaft, diamond | ;l;‘fuﬂ%
drilling (up to 900 ft., in length) from the 1500 foot level had ’ R

K

given intersections yielding pood assay returns. Earlier drilling’iiﬂa”ﬁf

from surface to test the same zone had given low returns.~ More‘ﬁork‘y‘f

B P R LT R
; :

was contemplated on the none. f;$‘ ' RS T

\: s
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that: or their No. 2 orebody --- 8 gquartz vein in a large quartz porphyry:
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rock of porphyry and slan inderendent o»f iron forma.ion. The
vein 1s very irregular with great rolls and branches; this has

made exploraticnzand mining more diffioull and costly. Neither

ce. Adri ling.
B Yt R AR }\

. completion due to tne diffichtiea oi‘ carrying on explor’

:.\.

BT -

particularly during the war yearsh

striking fault (apparently suggested first by B S..Buffam on the~

"«‘

Springer Group . of Central Patricia and now regarded as very probable
by the Pickle Crow staff) is believed to pass through Pickle Crow, _
the former Winoga, and the former Albany River Properties.' The li“ ;q7

fault is. alleged to follow low ground and the creek west of the motor

R

road. The economic significance of the fauit is- said to be that

the ore bearing veins have formed from somewhat easterly-westerly f;~

)

fractures extending-from the fault. Mr. Hattle gave as one: evidence o

+  of the fautl that the northwesterly part of the west drift on theig dw
1300 foot level went through fissile schist 1which kept sloughinhei‘

. off, Mr. Mons tte,’ cnief engineer, had the cpinion that most of
the workings were_undermthe,fault;?
been sharply delineated as yet apparently.
drilling near the fault had shown the presence of bodies
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in them, -

T presence o7 garitgin "iadicacors” tn ve'r WAS

LI

mentioned by Mr, Hattie; he sald that where the quertz veins were

intersected by certain small dikes they were spectacularly rich.. This

'property. An east-west base line waa:runran fnorth-south 11533;'*
e T ‘..‘o , .

at 300 feet 1ntervals-' 1n all some 58 miles of lina were made.*

W

gsome 9400 feet (by contract to Boyles B. ros.f

~been<irilled. The writer 1s 1ndebtad to R. Massey_Williams, in charge.

5 &
of operations for the company since June for ror a review of the work1

W
W

of pillow 1ava, which 1s 1n general massive.“ This massive lava‘has\

o

been trenched and alao drilled by rormer\operators.

»
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apparently because it was cluse to a producing mine (Central Patricia)

and further because it was alleged that duamond drilling on Pa 2612

L (on the south side of . r‘rov River) had given an 1ntersection, trom
: T ~$\ -

-t

'which.assay returns were $5 40 (gold\

"v‘

_be HXpec

ted t

Py

v; o i;formation-' both holes gave neg tive resulte

g

At the time of the writers' visit a vertical hole was being put
down as nearly as possible directly over he middle of the Cd
supposed intersection. Mr. Williams stated that 1r this final

z’ * *

test did not give worth while returns that ‘he would conclude that -j: ﬁi

the vicinity or the alleged intereection had no merits worth

further prospecting.” At the time of the writers' visit x-ray

k] .

drilling was being carried on in claim Pa 2624 south of Crow River.

T -' -

i . At this place former operators had excavated a rew rock trenchee in

[N

a northerly-southerly direction but no gold occurrenne had been ,;jf?

reported., Three hoksat - 30 degrees and.at 30 1oot intervals

P

had been drilled rrom north to south under the trenches but with

,t

negative results. Scattered bands or siliceous iron formation

4 o




developﬁent of csrbonate; The middls hols went Into a kewesnawan

Alahigse dive Tulc exy rad am 3L TwzaY oantl oaa’lor e qva o oa o widia of

40 feet. A s!imilar dike o-'curs wast of here. kEr. &4i1lliams

stated that on completion of the holes then being drilled he

~

N K-; R
do some cross eectionelc!rilling. If by - September nothing 'ero

),
ALk . i

',;._f;\ found a nev apPraisal or the property uas t’o" be made. i

-,

o '
1',550 000 hed been spen ;
‘Caownoeﬁ PATRIcIA 'Gow' ums.-‘mn

-,
&u»'

from Pickel Crow(and Centrai\Pstricia ¥in s.m.f';'r
frame cookery, sleep camp, dry, hoist house, ;
log ofrice on claim Pe 2161.r The;head rrame 8
the middle or the same claim; The rormer canps were situeted on a

sandy knoll on the south bank of Crow River in the northeast corner

of claim Pa 2162. The writer spent part of one’ day, Angust 4, 1946‘1n v

visiting the property and is graterul to Mr. R.J. R. Schalir i tﬁf

charge, for information,” Mr. Schaller had succeeded Mr. Salkend j | .
the former manager.ebout‘May 1946 apparently the trenching, drilling,
sampling, location and erection of camps, and preparation fbr erection'}

,of head frame had been done under Mr. Salkend's direction. At the time‘

of the property, now riled at the Resident Geolgist's office,lh

}Kenora, were available ror 1nspection-~ they were said to be at Head’

Office in Toronto.



Since the Onterio Deptsiof Minos report on the district, by J.B. r
Teonson, was rathlizhed dlam-ni dAr?lling ani crens "n cas neen
car~ied out ~n the proyerty, The maln effort at vresent 13 snaft
sinking; the announced intention 1s to sink to a depth of 1000 feet.
The southern part of claim Pa: 2161 ia underlain by lavas with

interclated bands of iron rormation and related sediments.‘tf‘_
CENC Dby

tely'north“70 degrees eas'f*

{&‘ ‘ '.1

R, VLR p

‘etrike or the rormstione is spproxiﬁa

iwriter rouln euggeag,"
" : E¥ﬁ‘

‘south- the present writer suggests that rocks in claim Pa 2161

are the. south 1imb of‘a synoline.ﬁf“f*‘ e

whichzare said to strike about normh.70:aegraes‘easu*andatoudip be\bofﬂP

S

70 degrees to the north. Five zones are stated to be gold\hearing .

£ = -‘_ n‘,.q

and it 1is believed that 4 of these, A. B.C. and D. will be‘intersectedi?

\‘av‘

oy ')T‘

by the projected 1000 feet vertical shaft.‘ Zones A.B. and C:

SN
;“QPO
Ja}i

e = 0,' ; ,\‘*.’w" :

‘ writer. ZOne A. where seen by the writer in the - south paﬁt of Pa 2161;

and north of the Pickle Crow - Crow shore road 1iee on. the'north'sideﬁ

-»‘1\ B

of a hill close to muskeg; it consists or a sheared zone, of fissile-é
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lohlet did not appear to be mineralized. Zone C. lles some B0 feet

‘;'faontherly ot A end ie siniler to it except that in one place the

%.;.vr,iter notloed Y piege e nt 6. 1nehes long’er iron‘ formation,

£ e oaks b RN Y O8N
- : k*' AT ﬁff‘ ﬂiv o, 1»”.‘
nZOne B. i8” eoneglﬁs«reeﬁyeeuthegly

Iy

o ﬁ?*._ﬂ ol
-~band.3 Itﬁhae been,expgada; :

TR T
0 ﬁmation oOneiite °

tl bended_‘

Visible gold is reported to ocour3in euchwveinlets.
., i',v. Za

that great lenghts of mineralized iron rormetion were left unsampled,s,

The vriter noted_

it was not apparent why some parts had beentsampled and others left.ra
Onuthe generalized map shown to the writer this zone was shown as;yﬂ7§_‘l
extending some 2400 feet. A reliable eztimate of the merits of this
property was not possible by the writer in view or the unabailability
of plans and other informationf"Mr; Schaller said that he was
satisfled that the results of previous exploration - as shown to him
at Toronto - demonstrated that the operation had a reaeonable ; #;

chance of success. He estimated that some 15000 to 20000 feet or diamon(

drilling had been done.' Apparently very little of this had been 5at_$5

“\.r’

directed towards testing the various zones much below at 100 feet “T;Q‘

A .'?,u; ,',v.
vertical depth. It seemed more prudent to the writer to havev ‘f} I
limited the shaft sinking to lees than half of the proposed 1000

feat depth and to block out"ore bodies above this before sinking ”U?fj;

@__.~

farther., A compilation and integrationvof all available inrormetion




‘”"”‘”’?"I)“to“‘h@t”mlgnt ba'expected In undergoound work had been arrived at.
N The looation of the hemdframe lou wat zround and of *he s2aft tn he
Uty taroush flsse’la g2 Tat 'notne upper st oat (1se9s* - !s upizusl,
After the writers' visit a magnetometer survev was made by MNr. Fox

(of Koulomzine, Brossard and Co.) ; Wr. Fox told the writer that he

*  bad tried to gorrelate the results of the three diamond drilling

Ko sl

programs Shich had been carried out premioualy on the property.,;

River -and is situated some 3 miles a little east of north or Gentraln_;

W \

Patricia Gold Mines. Access from there may be obtained by a lumber
road 1eadino across the Kawinogans river atithe dam by the mine, past
the east side of ‘the airport and northeasterly to near ‘the camps oikhor-
oick Gold Mines Ltd. (see drawing P - 7) § ‘some 3 milee rrom the |
bridge a poorly marked trail leads easterly to the Mitchell Group.A;

The o0ld lumber road was suitable for motor traffic ror less" than a

mile from the bridge. There are no buildings on . the property.: The :

‘l

- writer spent part of August 5, 1946 looking at the showing in. company

with Mr. Mitchell who is roreman for Boyles Bros. Drilling Ccmpany;"

‘and resides at Central Patricia Mines. A number of trenches in the f5¥

vicinity of the showing were seen by the writer, who was told that

it was donse by Picador Mincs about 1935. Ng records or this work were
available to the writer and he was not able to‘obtain any inrormation .
about the oompany._ Mitchell in May 1946 staked .the ground partlyvﬁic&

5

beoause of work being carried out on. the Norpick Mines,*eome two mikss
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excavated trencres In the vineinity but this i1s merely conjecture,
The southeastern edge of a large belt of sand hills with northeast
trend passes through the southwest corner of Pa B246 approximatoly.ngpi’f}
The sand appears to be very thick and outorops in.it seem to: be unlikely”

A, I s A '

‘The muskeg on the soutﬁeast side~orfthe sandy area 13 shallow:and:‘

‘(

"' hs\ ’}"‘

‘reported ‘to: extewd southeasterly tofKavinoéﬁﬁ

%%

by the writer in thé southeastern part 6f ‘Pa 8265;

. pillow lava, in places altered- to chlorite schist. .
showing, a aike of quartz prophyry with width Yo 6

P }wereslar
and- 8262/ at -the:

occurs, - In the northeast corner or Pa 7768(one ef the E.\Wilson g#oup
a band or what was believed to be carbonatized 1ron formation

is expoeod in an old trench. At Post 2 claim 2749 and to a smaller‘

,‘n_.

extent at Post 1 claim 2740 mapnetic disturbance of the compass needle:}s3

was noticed. On the east side’ of claim Pa 8265 1n old. trenches a few iweff

dark dikes up to about 2 feet wide were seen. In these trenches rumy
carbonate and quartz stringers are exposed. A sketch by the writ r of

the showing (on Pa 8262) is shown on accompanyling drawing P=-7. Assay

returns of samples shown on. drawing are as glven below--’

o

P-1, 5 inch quartz vein, 2% pyrites o.lzoz gold per ton. e
P-2, wall rock of sampel P-1, schist with quar bz veinlets, 0013 os. .
P=3, wall rock northwest of sanple P'l, Sreenish chlorite, somejpyritéﬁe

and a few quartz veinlets O, 1702.'7’




¥-5, guarts 0.02 ox.

e ocreatest widtt o0 cgarc o axrosed aqs o0 00 e U er gler anes adda
jtlonul siringers. Tne quartz is iine zra‘red contalns pyrite in amoun-
le ss than 3%, and has some sericitic slips. The porphyry snd lava Iall

rock contain a rew quartz stringers and a little pyrite mineralization.

M R :_ ad
e S
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Mitchell stated that some{ﬁ samples taken by himselffand nr. H.’3§notte

2
et ',7‘!\{

(or Pickla 6rov Minss) Ve
[ihalf ounces'gbld erv Lo

i\l&}

has been done and that future WOrk would have:to take the form or
diamond drilling. l”hs writer does not know of drilling having been
done by . the previous operators.’ Mr. Hattie told the writsr that Dr.

J.B. Mawdsley had looked after much or the work on the north sids 3

.

of Kawinogans River and probably the Picador ground.

Norpick Gold Mines Ltd.; o . .‘ f s ’

This property includes the rormer Metcalfe Showing, described by
Hurst, and this showing (M E. Hnrst "chkle Lake - Crow. RiVer Area'




office, Kenora) lhowing:uhah~of the diamond driliing done up to that
time, Acce s *o tne rporaearty ta hv oan o011 Tavror vt Do 'n ATIOSS
tue awinesar s Hiver at the dam nertn of lintral atricia Mine, and
past the east side cf the airport to an o0ld stable on the east side

of a small lake in the north part of Connell Twp. (see drawing 1-7) i

from there a trail leads to the Norpick-oamps on olaim Pa 6480.w,The'

'\nparently the drilling showed that the grade and size of the depositﬂ

at the depth of the intersections‘did‘not_change materiallyAfrom wherey

B - . ’ o ! ' -
sl . -

exposed at surface. 3 _ T SRS
., . . . - ,~ N

The Norpick property appears to begood prospecting ground except _
that overburden is extensive and heavy. At the time of the writers fﬁf

visit plans had been made for extensive drilling and prospecting

in the future, 2 i f;a»{‘ E f* o ﬂ‘~‘?

Patricia Participators Syndicate 'n o " 3 ‘nf

e

Mr. E. Wilson, of Central Patricia, told the writer that this’ Ff;ffi‘

Syndicate owned five claims partly 1n the northwest oorner of

,;<,

McCullagh Township ad partly adjoining to the north.L The numbers';,

Mr. Wilson said that a gold bearing shear had been round at the

»L"

of McCullagh Township, he asked that this{information be kept




In converaation '!€h~lr.~8. Wilson, of Central Pstricia, the writer

-~ b -~ T LI T

was told that Ur, arsid Twolor, Tormer mana oo o7 cwtanss 111 Mines,
A

nad purcnased about 1926, a claim just nortin of ta 3494 (st the north-

west corner of tha Gstoway Group) and had done s considerable amount

or drilling on it but '1thout success. .&4shear zZone was said;teag‘

’

ihibfﬁ conomic 1mportance.

,v i

‘were staked. The showing consisted of two small gold bearing‘qnartz

i .

veins, with 1adder-11ke veinlets between. The veins have a northeasterly

(«-' i3

strike°‘ the south vein has a southeasterly dip.. They are exposed.h
on claims Pa 7788 or 9 close to the: south shore of Kabk;chi Lake. if;“~f
Some 1400 feet of diamond drilling had been donevander the direction
of C,ntral Patricia Mines. Thetirilling showed widespread chalcopyrite'

(up to about 2% copper but for the most part much less than one),"

gave traces. Apparently the showing had not given very encouaging

results from ﬁhe first testing- a decision on what ruture ‘orx wa.

to be done had not been reached.



The greenstone belt in the Pickie Trow Area has been outlined on the

Iararte Theet oo Mireg omas by i, Torad surTviomarted o thaAa norirwest

on . . SRR \P Rk SN
oy that pl v, -va’s. ™iture woryk presurably ool Lare the form of

i

adding information to J.E. Thomson's map (scale one inch a 1000 feet)

and extending the area covared by this large scaWe mapping. The ; 5”}

:';‘ T

idents of the area° Bed rock 13 S0 heavily overburdened that{prdspecting

or gaological work 13 very difficult in. that part of tha area.%

v R

It is 1nteresting to note that gold production rrom the Pickle Crow

Area is only slightly smaller than from the Red Lake Area. Prospecting

AR

activity during the current boom has been very much 1ess 1n tho'Pickllf

Crow Area than at Red Lake.v




Mr. Barrett and Mr.-Hettis wished to have more detailed geologicsl

S AarmAa, 1T waa3 sire

’
o

. - -
Ser 1oL LTl e I e WY

WAS Now --- ceflore

b

it vas too late to be ¢f use Ir. extloration.

They stated thelr willingness to cc-operate as far as possible.

-‘(

Cobalt
June 18, . 1948.

N *




KT

52009SEQ 141 52009SEQ036A1 T

72}

Mr. H.C. Rickaby,

Doputy Minister of Mines,
Parliament Bldgs.,
Toronto 2, Ont.

Dear M¥r. Rickaby:

In answer to your letter of October 7, received on my
return from a trip to Red Lake, I intend to turn in a somewhat
lengthy report cn nmy visit to Pickle Crow Area. I discussed
matters with Heasrs. Barrett and Hattle.,

In regard to present conditions the current boom in
expleoration, now on the wane, has had little effect on the
prospecting activities of the two large co panics, the Coentral
Patricia and the Pickle “row Gcld Mines. They hcld large blocks of
ground on which there is no need %o hurry work and most of the men
available ure engaged 1n d eveloping known structures and on productio
To the writer the most encouraging geaturs in recent yoesrs has been t!
development of the No. 2 Vein at Pickle Crow Gold Mines; further
in the original group of this company plus the later acquired groups,
Cohen-McArtimr, Winoga and Albany River it seems 1lkely that gold can
be mined for many ysars to come, The writer 1s not so familiar with
Central Patricia and would rely on lr. Barrett's word thut the
mine is in a favourable position.

The writer knows of nothing of great intersst turned up
by other exploration companies recently but work done was not very
extenslve, certainly not 1n comparison with other area as fer
example Red Lake. Properties on which some work has been done
recently include the Crowshore, the Waltricia (formerly the
Metcalfe Group). A summary of work done follows:-

Crowshores On this property, on the east side of Albay River
Mines, a shaft, with objective of 1000 feet depth, has been
started, At the time of the writers' visit no maps or plans

were available and 80 no appraisal was possible. 7The method of
development is unusual as the drill holes on which the shaft
sinking is based are comparatively shallow, It did not appear

to the writer that the nature of the ore bodies hoped for had been
worked out and so the results to be obtalned from ucdergrcund

work are conjsctural,

Waltricia: A magnetic survey followed by diamond drilling
this year did not give satisfactory results.
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